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T h e  first ob jx t  of the  Association,  which  was  formed 
%bout  four  years  ago,  is.to  protect  the  public,  the  medical 

.system of registration for trained  nurses,  similar to that 
profession and  trained  nurses  by  the  ,establishment  of  a 

which has been  established by Parliament  for  medical 
men. That register is proposed to  be  founded  upon 
.the  certificates of their  competency,  given by the 
.various  hsspitals  and  training  schools  already  in  existence 
and .carrying on this  important  educational  work. 
I t  is not intended by the  Association  to  enter  into COm- 
petition with any  hospital  or  institution  which  devotes 
itself  to  the \vorlc of training. It does  not  desire  or  pro- 

.soever they  desire, 1707’ does  it  desire td interfere  in  any 
pose  to interfere with the  election of Nurses  to  train  where- 

present  in existence. M y  lords, the  great  object  which 
way  with  the  p-oceedings of the  training  institutions  at 

.the Association has in  hoping  to  establish a register Of 

incompetent  or inefficient Nurses.  By inefficient, I 
Nurses i s  to  save  the  public  from  being  imposed  upon by 

mean  not only the  being inefficient ill technical 1 t n 0 ~ -  

only  necessary  that  the  Nurses  should  be  persons of 1111- 

ledge, but also being  inefficient as to character. It i s  not 

,doubted skill and  educational efficiency, but  also  that 
.they  should  be  persons of good character.  Now,  my 

out  that  under  present  conditions  any  person who has 
lords,  according  to  the  case for the  petitioner, it is pointed 

.training of Nurses,  or  from  any of the  training  institutions 
once received a certificate  from  any  hospital for the 

-that .at present  exist,  might go out  into  the  world,  and 017 
.the  strength of the  certificate  once  received,  she  might 

Whatever  the  circumstances,  she  might, 011 the  strength 
obtain  employment,  whatever  her  character  might  be. 

.of havingollce  obtained  the certi~cate,secnreempl~\yme:lt. 
and  the  consequence,  as a matter of fact, has  been that 
many  persons  have  obtained  en~ployment  who  \\’ere  very 
inefficient i n  character.  though  not  \ranting i n  technical 
sltill and experience. It was  proposed, m y  lords,  by  this 
Swiety  to  meet  the evil by  establishing  a  registry of 
Nurses;  a  registry of Nurses which should  be  founded 
upon  the  reports of the  hospitals  aild  schools  where  they 
were trained,  and also upon references  as  to  their  conduct 
and  character  supplied by the  persons  seeking  registration. 

ciation ; i t  does not  intend  to  be a training  associatio:~ : 
The association does  not  intend to be  an  esamining  asso- 

in short, i t  does not intend to do  more  than  to  inquire  into 
thecharacter, bothasregardscompete.nceand, my lor:ls> the 
moral  character of persons  applying  for  registration,  and to 
place o n  the  register  records  and  certificates of the  service 

.care,  as far as they can,  that  no  person’s  name  shall  be  put 
and  qualifications  and so forth for those  persons,  taking 

.training  and  moral  character,  are not of the  most  satisfac- 
upon  the  register  whose q~alit ications both  as  to.technica1 

had in view. My  lords,  your  lordships w i l l  observe  that 
tory nature.  That i s  the  first  object  which  this Association 

the  registration i s  a  purely  voluntary  one;  there is 

that 110 person  shall follow the  profession of nurse  who is  
nothing  coercive  about it. There is  no  statutory  cmdition 

not  already  such,  or  anything of that  kind. It is a 
perfectly  voluntary  act OD the  part of the  whole  of  the 
nurses  or  any  nurse  who  likes  to  submit  her  qualifications, 
‘technical  and  moral,  to  be  investigated by the  Registration 
Board  of  the  association, in order  to  be  put  upon  the  regis- 

Association. The second  object of this  Association may 
ter. That i s  all  that is sought-that is the  first  object  of  the 

.one  which is considered  to  be of importance by all persolls 
bethought to beof  minor  importance,  but i t  is nevertheless 

.and  that is the  establishment,  and as far as they  may be 
interested i n  the  welfare of t h i ;  I:] s t  useful  class  of  persons, 
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permitted,  the  affording of facilities  for  Nurses  to  help 
each  other  in  times of adversity,  sicltness,  and old age. 
and  besides  sickness  and old age,  in  those  accidents  to 
which  Nurses  are  peculiarly  exposed,  which  may  render 
them  incapable of following  their  profession  and  earning 
their  living.  Now all will admit  this is a most beneficial 
object,andone  thatis  better  carried  out  by  united  voluntary 
action  than  by  leaving  the  Nurses  to  the  chance  of  relief 
by  extraneous  sources.  The  third  object of the. Xssocia- 
tion was to  afford, as much  as  it WRS possible  to do so, 
facilities  for  rest  and  recreation. A Nurse’s  life is exposed 
to great  hardship  and  to  great  perils  of  sickness;  and 
periods of rest  and  periods of recreation-I  mean  recrea- 
tion in the  larger  sense  than is understood by the  ordinary 
popular  acceptation of the  word-  are  essential  for  the  due 
prosecution of the  arduous  labours of Nurses.  The  project 
was  that  this  association  might  supply  convalescent 
homes  for  their  Nurses:  and by financial  arrangements 
might  facilitate  those  who  require  rest in obtaining  rest- 
might  obtain  it for  thnsexvho would  be  otherwise  unable  to 
obtain i t .  Then  another  object of the Association is to 
knit  together  the  Nurses i n  such a wag as  to  form  a  closer 
bond  of  social  union,  to  furnish  them w i t h  greater  oppor- 
tunities of 1tnon.ingeach other,  and of holding  meetings.  and 
giving  and  hearing  lectures.  or  reading  papers  on  subjects 
of interest,  and  such  as  are  calculated  to  pronlote  the 
efficiency of the  whole  profession of Nurses for their 
\writ in all  subjects  connected with their  calling. 
These.  my  lords,  were  the  principal  objects of the XSSO- 
ciation.  They  may  be  summed  up  to  some  extent i n  a 
document  \vhich  has  heen  printed by .the  defendants, 
and Ivhich I w i l l  take  the  liberty of reading.  At  pace j I  
they  print  estracts  from  a  pamphlet  entitled--.“  \Vhat 
the  British  Nurses’ Xssociation is, and  what i t  seelts t o  do 
for Surses.”  That  pamphlet states-I8 The  British 
Nurses’  Association aims, i n  the first instance,  at  bringing 
about  a  state of things in \vhich no  one \vi11 be allowed 
to  call  herself a Surse,   or  at  least w i l l  be  regarded  as a 
Sur se  b:; the  public,  unless  she has undergone a proper 
course of Hospital  training, of sufficient  length  to  give 
her  an  insight  into  the  management of all kinds of illwss, 
whether  medical  or  surgical.  Nest, i t  \vi!l seek t o  form 
the no\v .scattcrecl body of Nurses  into a disti :r t  pro- 
fession. and  to  afford L> every  one of them  ths  atitlitional 
strength  and  increased  impnrtance  which  membership of 
a recopnised  prciession \vi11 confer. A t  present.  \vhen 
we hear  that a \v71nqn is a Xurse  we  hanily I t n o w  w h a t  
meaning tO attach  to  the  word.  hut Lvhen thc :\ssn~iatinn 
has succeedad in the  attainmcnt 1 , f  its primTry 
objact,  the  Incaning \vi11 be no  lon<cr , loli l~tfnl .  
It \vi11 be  that  the  persm .to \ v h ~ ~ I > ~  the \vortl 
is applied  has passocl t h r o u ~ h  a prcscri1)rtl  course 
of study and practice,  and  has given satisfactory proof of 
.having  turned  her  opportunitics of learning tn qood 
account.  It \vi11 also  be  that she i s  not an isolatecl 
worlter,  but  that  she  belongs  to  an  important and \veil- 
defined  calling,  the  members of \vhich are  united  togcthei. 
for all  legitimate  purposes of mutual  protection  and  help. 
In  pursuance of this  last-named  object,  the  rissociation 
will seek to  originate  and  tomaintain,  when  necessary,  by 
the  aid of the  public,  whatever  institutions may seem 
likely to  be  beneficial  to  Nurses  generally,  such n s  con- 
valescect  homes,  homes of rest, offices to facilitate  the 
obtaining of engagements.  societies  for  the  promotion 
of thrift,  and so forth,  and will endea\rour  to  guide 111 the 
most  useful  manner,  any  such  institutions  \vhic+ ]:jay 
established  by  others.” Anc! further  on i t  states : “ I t  
has  already  been  said  that  for  the  present  every  woman 
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